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CHAPTER 5.
CORRIDORS 30 YEARS ON
FROM CORRIDORS OF HOPE
1991/2
INTRODUCTION
A study to look at corridor links and the way red squirrels used them was started in 2017.
Use of habitat other than woodland was also part of the project. Originally the plan was
to divide the Isle of Wight into 28 zones, each with a core habitat and satellite areas. This
entailed walking the Island extensively and it was envisaged it would take about three to
five years to complete but the project was not finished when Covid-19 hit. However, the
lockdowns provided a long-awaited opportunity to write up 30 years of data, so the intensive
habitat study is on hold for the time being. There is enough information already gathered to
put together an informative overview that enables a comparison to be made with the study
carried out in 1991 and 1992. This chapter uses the template as outlined in chapter 4 but
includes more areas and types of habitat.
In recent years, squirrels have used cemeteries
and parks plus large gardens as a refuge.
Although the 1991/92 study only looked at
woodland and corridors between them, this
latest study does not exclude any type of habitat.
Northwood Cemetery has a bi-annual woodland
monitor for example.
These are no longer ‘outlying areas’ as defined
in the 1992 report as each area merits its own
chapter 30 years on. The Forestry Commission
sought to ameliorate the effects of woodland
fragmentation by encouraging landowners to take
advantage of a grant to plant corridor links and
extend existing ancient woodland. This project
was very successful and squirrels were recorded
in 95% of the large woodland blocks surveyed in
the autumn of 2016 as reported in chapter 3. The
JIGSAW (Joining and Increasing Grant Scheme for
Ancient Woodland) planting scheme plus private
landowner initiatives have enabled the squirrels to
disperse further, so there are populations in areas
previously devoid of squirrels.

Methodology
Similar methodology was used as in the ‘Corridors
of Hope’ survey and the all-island surveys, which
is looking for signs of squirrels in hedgerows,
small woods, parks and cemeteries. Sightings

from the bi-annual monitoring and general public
are taken into account as well. Walking routes
between woodland and looking for signs can
confirm presence by finding food leavings, spotting
a drey or seeing a squirrel. If no signs are found,
the corridor is noted. Squirrels do not see roads
as barriers but are killed on them, meaning that
dispersal is unsuccessful. However, road kills are
an indication that squirrels use a particular route
and some animals do make it safely across a busy
road.
To make the project relevant to red squirrels, it
was looked at it from a squirrel’s perspective.
Animals do not recognise kilometre grid squares
or if a woodland block has more than one name
or owner. Therefore, when tracing routes the
squirrels may take, plus understanding how they
have extended their range, the author looked at
the habitat as a squirrel would, that is, by looking
at the trees and where they lead to.
Results are given as a written description plus a
map. It is impractical to indicate every hedgerow
used for dispersal, so please refer to the text when
viewing the maps. Google Earth and an Ordnance
Survey map are also useful tools. However, when
carrying out this study, it was evident that neither
told the whole story and walking the routes is far
more informative.
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SURVEY RESULTS

West Wight
Yarmouth, Freshwater and Totland Bay have seen
a steady return of their red squirrel population
since before the storms of 1987 and the first
survey of 1991 and 1992. Development has
increased over the years, fragmenting the habitat
further but also providing a supplementary food
supply in gardens. Garden trees provide a means
of travel, albeit not the ideal corridor of mature
native tree species.
Corridors have improved, with damaged trees
replaced and hedgerows planted. The woodland,
which is predominantly sycamore, at Alum Bay
does not support a population of red squirrels
but in the woodland at Headon Warren, evidence
of squirrel presence is found in the form of split
hazel shells. This is the farthest west that squirrel
evidence has so far been found on the Isle of
Wight.
Woodland below Tennyson Down is broadleaf but
sightings here are scant. Moons Hill residents do
have regular visits from squirrels, so presumably
they come from this tract of woodland and, with
difficulty, split hazel shells are found. The nearby
areas of Middleton and Weston look unlikely red
squirrel habitat but gardens are well stocked with
mature trees and residents feed squirrels. Good
hedgerows and hangers are also found here.
During a survey walk around footpaths in the
area, freshly nibbled fir cones and split hazelnuts
confirmed presence. People also report squirrels
visiting their gardens.

Coastal hedgerows and hangers link Totland to
Colwell, Fort Victoria and Golden Hill Fort. Treelined paths provide a route around Yarmouth
and Freshwater. Sightings are common along
the disused railway track between Yarmouth and
Freshwater. The small woodland areas between
the railway track and Thorley to the east are
frequented by squirrels. Dispersal between
woodland is achieved via trees bordering the track
over the majority of its length.
The core habitat for the area remains Wilmingham
Plantation and Tapnell Firs. Wilmingham Lane
has seen a high numbers of road kills since 2000,
evidence of increasing numbers. None were
recorded previously. There is supplementary
feeding in gardens and also food put out for game
birds in the woods.
Squirrels do visit gardens in the village of
Freshwater, although not consistently. Crossing
the River Yar at the Freshwater end is via the
Causeway bridge, or across Afton Road, another
road kill black spot. From Freshwater Bay towards
Brook there are few trees and no sightings
or signs are recorded. Between Freshwater
and Brook would benefit from new planting.
Genetic studies show West Wight needs a better
connection for red squirrels to disperse to the rest
of the Island.
Saltern Wood in Yarmouth does not have a good
corridor link. Squirrels are often killed on Halletts
Shute as they disperse towards Fort Victoria. By
strengthening the hedge line from Saltern Wood
towards the Causeway in Freshwater, squirrels
would have a safer route to travel by.

Woodland at Headon Warren
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From Tennyson Down, Bouldnor is in the distance to the left.

Brook is in the distance to the right. If landowners are willing to plant corridors between Freshwater and Brook,
it would benefit dispersing wildlife

PAG E 9 1

CORRIDORS 30 YEARS ON FROM CORRIDORS OF HOPE 1991/2

Bouldnor, Cranmore and Hamstead
Bouldnor Forest, Cranmore and the Hamstead
Estate are an area of core habitat and have good
dispersal routes. To the west of Bouldnor Forest,
towards Yarmouth, corridors mentioned in the
previous Corridors of Hope chapter are extant. To
the east the forest is contiguous with woodland
and heathland, with houses and gardens
interspersed. The case study on Bouldnor Forest
in Part 1 gives details of road kills and the impact
of forest management.
Road kills are an indicator of squirrel numbers and
Yarmouth Road is a black spot, particularly during
dispersal times. Squirrel numbers are maintained
through supplementary feeding and, for the most
part, squirrels do well. Road kills on the main
Yarmouth Road, from Cranmore Avenue through
to Ningwood, indicate that some squirrels are
dispersing south. As with Bouldnor, squirrels can
reach Wellow and Thorley, and move on from here
using woodland, hangers and tree lines.

By crossing the main road and heading south
to Lee Copse, it’s possible to reach Thorley
via hedgerow corridors and hangers. Squirrel
numbers have increased in Wellow and Thorley
over the years. JIGSAW planting around Mount
Copse has improved habitat and corridors and
facilitates movement in and out of the area.
At each woodland survey, squirrel sightings and
signs were recorded throughout the Hamstead
Estate. The last visit in the autumn of 2020 again
confirmed squirrel presence.
Heading east, the Newtown River is reached. As
squirrels are excellent swimmers, the river would
not necessarily present a barrier but by following
hedgerows it is possible to reach Shalfleet.

Bouldnor, Cranmore and Hamstead map
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Shalfleet
The small resident population noted in 1991
has remained stable within the range of natural
fluctuations. Road kills occur through the village
and road signs are erected here. Heading north
from Shalfleet, there is an enhanced corridor to
Corf Wood and on to Newtown. Corf Wood is
the core habitat for Shalfleet. Local resident Val
Gwynn bought the land around Corf and planted
trees to increase and improve habitat in the area.
Small woods, such as Pondclose Copse, lead out
of Shalfleet to the south-west, split hazel shells
are consistently found. To the south, crossing
the main road, squirrels can reach Newbridge
via a tree-lined riparian corridor described in the
previous chapter. Red squirrels are now resident

in gardens in and around Newbridge. Split
hazelnuts were found along this route in every
survey.
From Newbridge, squirrels can also reach Elm
Lane in Calbourne via a hanger which borders
Quarry Lane. Squirrels are living in this small
hanger and visit a nearby garden. From here, Five
Houses and the numerous woods in Calbourne
are reached by following hedges and hangers
plus gardens. Squirrels also frequent the woods
in Pound Lane, which leads back to Shalfleet
near Guyers Heath. Although the woods look
fragmented on the map, the corridors are
adequate enough to allow squirrels to move
around the area.

Shishford Copse corridor to
Newbridge

Looking across the estuary
from Hamstead Quay to
Newtown

Tree planting at Corf
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Shalcombe, Brook, Grammars Common, Westover, Brighstone Forest,
Rowborough Down and Westridge Down
Woodland blocks are large enough to sustain a
good population of red squirrels and together
form a mosaic of mixed habitat for squirrels
and other species. There are open spaces for
dispersing squirrels to cross to move between
woodland habitat in this area; for example
between Limerstone and Shorwell. New planting
at Coombe Farm has made a huge difference to
available habitat, plus corridor links to Limerstone
and Brighstone Forest are enhanced.
It is possible to get from Brighstone Forest to
Bowcombe Road and beyond, although it does
entail crossing busy roads. There are road
casualties on Bowcombe Road proving squirrels
do try to cross. Road casualties in Lynch Lane
confirm squirrel presence in Brighstone Forest and
food leavings may be found in the forest. Actual
sightings in this large forest are uncommon. This
is not because squirrels are absent but without
supplementary feeding, plus given the nature and
size of the forest, sightings are less likely.
The previous chapter stated there was no
evidence of squirrels in Shalcombe in 1991. Later
surveys did confirm presence and an excellent
corridor, planted by landowners, now provides
a route from Wellow to Shalcombe. Feeding
evidence, split hazel shells, confirmed that
squirrels use this corridor link.
Brook and Brookhill still has a healthy population
of squirrels, helped by residents feeding them.
Tree cover heading west from Brook village

ends at Dunsbury. Although the downs between
Brook and Mottistone were clear-felled around 30
years ago, there are now strong links, thanks to
regrowth.
A good corridor loops from Mottistone Green to
the bottom of Strawberry Lane. There is a hedge
from Ridget Copse and on to Hulverstone, which
then links into Brookhill. Tollbar Plantation in
Hulverstone has a small population of squirrels. A
dispersal route could be by crossing the road and
following the hedge towards Brookhill. This area
needs more study.
Rowborough Down and Westridge Down do
have a population of squirrels and evidence
found during each woodland survey confirms
presence. The hazelnut crop is particularly good
and, contrary to how it looks on the Ordnance
Survey (OS) map, the woods are within dispersal
distance via hedges and hangers or very short
open distances. The OS map shows a mosaic
of seemingly small divided woodland. Walking
between the woodland showed short distances
and linking hedgerows. This area is good red
squirrel territory.
There is a mosaic of hedges and hangers between
Grammars Common and the village of Brighstone
with paths to Moor Lane, Gaggerhill and Hunnyhill.
There is a small copse to the rear of Moor Lane
where split shells and sightings confirm squirrel
presence.

Looking across new planting at Coombe Farm towards Brighstone. Forest
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Corridor planting
from Wellow to
Shalcombe

Shalcombe, Brook, Grammars Common, Westover, Brighstone Forest, Rowborough Down and Westridge Down map
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Newtown to Calbourne Road via Guyers Heath
It is possible for a squirrel to arboreally travel
between Newtown and Porchfield to Calbourne
Road, although the main Yarmouth Road is along
the route. Trees do meet across the road but
road kills still occur as squirrels cross between
Corfheath Firs and Guyers Heath.

somewhat fragmented at first sight. However,
there are hedgerows and several gardens.
From Calbourne Road squirrels can travel on to
Bowcombe Road and from there to Gatcombe.
Survey results, reported sightings plus road kills
confirm that these routes are used by squirrels.

There are woodland blocks between the main
Yarmouth Road and Calbourne Road, although

Newtown to Calbourne Road via Guyers Heath map
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Newtown, Porchfield and Thorness
Newtown to Porchfield and on to Thorness has
wooded corridor links and squirrel presence was
found here for each survey. Reports of squirrel
sightings, alive and dead, are not uncommon.
Corridor links are good overall but do follow a
country road with fast-moving traffic, resulting in
regular road kills.
The MOD Ranges woodlands are good habitat
with a mixture of trees. During each survey,
squirrel evidence was found in all woods,
including Hummet Copse, which now has a
hedgerow leading from Burnt Wood. Coffin Copse
is the only woodland with no record of squirrel
presence.

Road kills on Rolls Hill indicate movement
between Hillis Corner, to the north of Parkhurst,
and Thorness. Thorness Holiday Centre has
squirrels visiting caravans for food in the north
of the site, where the remnants of deciduous
woodland provide hazelnuts. Supplementary food
provides a bonus supply of nuts but there are cats
on the caravan site, which predate squirrels. The
woodland adjoins Burnt Wood to the west.

From Porchfield and Thorness, a corridor largely
follows the coast and meets up with Gurnard.
Walking this route showed there is enough tree
cover for a viable corridor, using wooded areas
inland as well. Some planting to strengthen the
route would aid dispersal.

Newtown, Porchfield and Thorness map
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Gurnard and Cowes
Woodland is small and fragmented in Cowes and
Gurnard but there are corridor links via gardens,
where there is supplementary feeding. Squirrels
are in the town of Cowes living in a small copse
called Jenny’s Wood in Baring Road, the golf
course and Northwood Park. However, between
Cowes and Gurnard, along the coast, is a larger
woodland, Egypt Copse. Gardens in Gurnard also
border Egypt Copse, so with a plentiful supply of
food in adjacent gardens, squirrels in Egypt Copse
are thriving. This is ancient woodland and core
habitat for the Cowes area.
Road deaths in Baring Road are a regular
occurrence, in spite of road signs and pinch points
put in to slow traffic because of the high number
of squirrel deaths. The road runs between Egypt
Copse on the north side of the road and the golf
course on the south. There is supplementary
feeding in gardens either side of the road.
One-off sightings of squirrels passing through
gardens in the town show that squirrels use the

trees as dispersal routes. For example, squirrels
do travel via gardens to Northwood Cemetery and,
once here, the woodlands that stretch from Cowes
to Newport are reached. The squirrels have a
tree-lined corridor along the cycle route, plus
woodland and gardens. Sightings on the cycle
track, in gardens and in Northwood Cemetery are
common.
Gurnard Pines abuts Ruffins Copse to the south
and links to Pallance Road. Hedges and hangers
lead through to Parkhurst Forest from here. There
are a high number of sightings from this area,
including regular road kills in Gurnard Pines and
Pallance Road.
Squirrels can reach Thorness from Gurnard along
hedges, woodland such as Sticelett Copse, Cats
Copse and Rew Copse, which meets the coastal
path, plus hangers and hedges on the seaward
side. From there, Burnt Wood is reached.

Gurnard and Cowes map
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Parkhurst Forest
Copse, Ward’s Copse, hedgerows and hangers
and on to Thorness to as stated previously.

The previous chapter outlining Parkhurst Forest
and surrounding area is still relevant today.
Squirrel sightings in gardens have risen but so
have road kills, especially on Forest Road. As a
working forest, there are clear-felled areas and
areas left clear to regenerate as heathland.

There is a hedgerow from Parkhurst Forest to
Whitehouse Road and on the opposite side of the
road is a corridor to Porchfield. At present there
is no data available to confirm this route is used.
Squirrels that survive crossing Forest Road could
travel through gardens to reach Carisbrooke and
Newport town centre. Road kills and sightings
confirm this occasionally happens.

Road kills on Noke Common and Pallancegate
Road plus squirrel feeding signs and sightings
confirm squirrels also use these routes to exit
the forest. Chalkclose Copse also leads out of
Parkhurst Forest from Mark’s Corner and meets
Rolls Hill, where there are road kills. Thorness is
reached once safely across the road and then
there is a coastal route to Gurnard.
Tree cover can take squirrels to Wyatts Lane and
Northwood taking a north-eastern route, via Ridge

The grounds of St Mary’s Hospital and roads on
the estate to the north have had squirrels visit,
although not consistently. A corridor leads from
Dickson’s Copse to the hospital grounds.

Work in Parkhurst Forest

Good hedgerow from Parkhurst Forest towards Porchfield
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Parkhurst Forest map
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Newport and Carisbrooke
Newport is the centre of the Island and, similar
to the roads, many corridor routes lead from –
or to – it. There is no core habitat in Newport
town, although occasionally red squirrels move
in temporarily to the centre of the town such as
Church Litten Park; they do not stay long. There
are also, albeit rarely, road kills in the town centre.
The River Medina runs from Newport centre out to
Shide with a corridor of trees on both banks and
dispersing squirrels sometimes find their way into
buildings and onto busy roads. In 2021 a squirrel
was found running around a shop in the town
centre. It was quickly caught and taken the short
distance to Shide for release.
Around Carisbrooke Castle, split hazelnuts confirm
presence. A blackspot for road kills is the bottom
of Cedar Hill, which leads up to Carisbrooke
Castle from the main road. Woodland runs parallel
to Carisbrooke Road, which provides a corridor
as well as habitat. The squirrels come out of the
woodland and try to cross the busy road into
Cedar Hill or, going the other way, from the castle
area.
Road kills occur along the length of Blackwater
Road, which is the main road out of Newport
heading south. Wooded areas on both sides of
the road, although not always along the road
edge, would account for this movement.

Small woods joined by hedgerows link Long
Lane with Burnt House Lane and then on to the
Bembridge Trail and dropping down a corridor
at Standen to meet the busy Blackwater Road.
If a squirrel makes it safely across the road, the
previously mentioned riparian corridor at Shide is
reached. This actually runs from Newport town
centre to Blackwater and across Blackwater
Hollow (regular road kills) through to Merstone, on
to Arreton and Heasley (road kills) and through to
Newchurch. Most of the corridor is a cycle track.
Reaching Newchurch, the tree-lined track runs to
Alverstone and on to Sandown.
Well-grown hedges and hangers enable arboreal
travel from Gunville to Calbourne. There is only
the occasional sighting from the area. This is
because there are fewer people walking this way
to see squirrels. Split hazel shells were found
during a survey in 2018.

Good hedgerows between Gunville and Calbourne

Newport and Carisbrooke map
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Gatcombe, Rowridge, Chillerton, Rookley and Billingham
Most of the information for this area given
previously still applies, except that there are more
corridors and the squirrel’s range has expanded to
reach Billingham. Squirrels can reach Gatcombe
from Tolt Copse. Tolt Copse has a corridor into
Chillerton and Gatcombe House woodland via
hedges. Sightings and feeding evidence confirm
presence. Reported sightings have risen all
around this area since the first study. Gatcombe
Withy Bed links Sandy Lane in Blackwater and the
woodland in Highwood Lane, Rookley.
Road kills in Highwood Lane, Rookley, are not
uncommon. Squirrels frequent gardens at the
western end of Rookley village; the copse in
Highwood Lane is their habitat in the area. During
the Island surveys, split hazelnuts were found in
Pagham Copse, which is to the east of Rookley,
where it joins Merstone Lane at Bohemia Corner,
which is a road kill hotspot. Further investigation is
needed to look at links between the east and west
of the village.
There are dispersal routes to Gatcombe to the
north but the southern route would benefit from
extra planting. A corridor runs between
Gatcombe House woods and the
village of Chillerton. In places, it could
do with bulking out but squirrels do
use the hedge, as food leavings and
sightings testify.

Stretches of the corridor between Chillerton and
Gatcombe House woods

Walking from Hollow Lane in
Chillerton to Berry Copse, where a
squirrel was spotted on a survey visit
in 2016, is a corridor linking Chillerton
to Billingham. Several squirrels have
been killed on the road in Billingham
and they feed in gardens.
Split nuts found in Ramsdown Copse
and Berry Copse during surveys
provide further confirmation that
squirrels do reach these outlying
woods. More walks are needed in this
area.

Billingham map
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Looking across Gatcombe from Blackwater Hollow

Gatcombe, Rowridge, Chillerton and Rookley map
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Shide and Blackwater
This area has seen a rise in squirrel numbers
and improvement in habitat management since
the first report in 1992 when the woodland was
described as poor and unmanaged. Since then
it has been well managed and supports a good
population of red squirrels and dormice.
With a new, large development in the area,
the area is busy with traffic and road kills are
a regular occurrence. Blackwater Hollow and
Sandy Lane are especially bad for road kills.
There is supplementary feeding on both sides
of the busy road through Blackwater Hollow, in
Sandy Lane and also Marvel Lane. Road signs
have only made a small difference.

Sandy Lane is narrow and lined with hazel, so the
squirrels not only cross the road but forage beside
it. Traffic moves fast along this narrow winding
lane and road kills are common. Corridors are in
all directions from here.
The route across Blackwater Hollow is also a
corridor between Newport, Shide, Blackwater
and then on to Merstone. Most of the route is
a national cycle track, with good hedges, small
woods and hangers. There is also supplementary
feeding en route. Nature Zones nature reserve,
for example, is along the route and has a
consistent but small population of squirrels, which
are supplementary fed.

Shide and Blackwater map
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East Cowes and Whippingham
This area has seen a lot of development since
the first study and small woodlands have been
depleted in several places. Development now
surrounds Kingston Copse but on a site visit in
2018, squirrel feeding evidence was found. New
planting leads from the copse, past the power
station and on to Kingston allotments and the
cemetery. There is a line of trees along the river
and past the industrial units. Squirrels do follow
trees through gardens from Kingston Cemetery
and on to Whippingham. Sightings and food
leavings confirm the use of this corridor.
East Cowes core habitat is Barton Wood, Osborne
Estate woodland, Norris Wood and Spring
Copse. A survey undertaken by English Heritage
is detailed in Part 2 section 3. Also in the next
section is a detailed survey carried out by an East
Cowes resident in Waverley Park, when squirrel
numbers were at their height. Osborne House is a
popular tourist attraction and, although the speed
limit is 15mph, there are still regular road kills.

feeding in gardens peaked in 2010 but have
decreased since then. The map shows fragmented
areas of trees but they do link up.
Residents in a complex of homes off Folly Lane,
Whippingham, feed squirrels that filter down
from East Cowes. From there, along the coastal
path towards Newport, a drey was spotted and
also split hazel shells. There are trees along the
majority of this route, although there are short
gaps which would benefit from tree planting.
Squirrels crossing the busy Whippingham Road
into East Cowes do travel between woodland
bordering both sides of the road, with the
inevitable road kills occurring here. The trees are
not shown on the map.

A continuous dispersal route from Barton Woods
heads east along the coast, via Wallishill Copse
and Woodside all the way to Wootton Bridge.
From there, by crossing the main road, there
is access to the large mosaic of woods around
Havenstreet.
Gardens adjoining the aforementioned estates
provide arboreal links and residents feed red
squirrels. Records show that numbers of squirrel

Whippingham

East Cowes and Whippingham map
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Wootton
Wootton has a good population of squirrels. It
also has more black spots for road kills than any
other area. The main road from Ryde to Newport
has more road kills than any other road on the
Island. As it is a built-up area, food is plentiful
courtesy of residents supplying supplementary
food in gardens. There are many dispersal routes
to and from Wootton.
From the end of Church Road, a tree-lined
footpath leads to Woodside Farm. A coastal
corridor route then leads to Barton Wood,
Osborne Estate and Norris Castle woodland via
Woodside and King’s Quay.
Woodland runs most of the length of Brocks
Copse Road on either side so inevitably there are
road kills. The route into East Cowes is accessible
from Brocks Copse and Timber Copse, on the
east side of the road, and joins Lushington Copse.
Road kills on Lushington Hill have occurred
regularly since 1991 and probably before, although
records were not collected before this time.
To the east, trees can take squirrels on to
Firestone Copse and the mosaic of core habitat
woodland which incorporates the Combley
complex of woodland and extensive Briddlesford
Estate woodland.

The area around Packsfield via gardens, woods,
hedges and hangers leads from Briddlesford to
Wootton. Feeding evidence is easily found.
From Station Road, Wootton Common leads to
Park Road. Crossing Park Road is the old railway
track which leads to Newport. The track is a good
corridor, passing Fattingpark Copse and Belmont
Copse on the way. Squirrels are fed in gardens
where the track runs behind houses in Fairlee
Road.
A strong corridor link between Lakeside and
Station Road runs behind the estate. Road kills on
Station Road are common.

Packsfield, where mature standards provide good
corridor links

Corridor from Woodside to Kings Quay
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There is a mosaic of hedgerows along footpath
N115 between Fairlee Road and Staplers Road.
Hazelnuts opened by squirrels were found along
this route. Fattingpark Copse and Belmont Copse
are to the north of this route, so Wootton is within
easy reach. Road kills and sightings on Park Road
confirm that squirrels do cross.

Trees between Fairlee and Staplers

Wootton map
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Staplers, Long Lane and Lynn Firs
The description of this area is the same as given
in the previous chapter, except that Vipers Bog
Copse is smaller, although there is a new planting
nearby. Expanding Lynnbottom municipal refuse
tip has changed this area, although corridors are
still intact. Movement between Combley Great
Wood, Briddlesford Estate, Staplers Copse and
Longlane Plantation is possible but does carry a
risk crossing busy roads.
Sightings or evidence of squirrels are consistent
in these areas. Road kills are regularly reported
from the roads around Lynn Firs, Blacklands Lane,
Briddlesford Road and Long Lane. From Longlane
Plantation, by crossing the road and following
trees and hangers, Burnt House Lane is reached.
Burnt House Lane is another road kill black spot.

Road kills are found the length of Long Lane.
Squirrels cross to, or from, Robin Hill at the top of
the road, Longlane Plantation halfway down and
from the small woods and hangers behind the
houses at the bottom of the road.
Small woods, hangers and well-grown hedgerows
between properties are found at the bottom of
Long Lane as it comes into Newport. During
a visit to the area in August 2021, freshly split
hazel shells were found. Residents also report
on squirrels visiting their garden. A large
development, Pan Meadows, on green belt land,
is still in progress but, as mitigation, 16,000 trees
have been planted. Although the area is a mosaic
of small woods and hedgerows, squirrel presence
is consistent.
Corridor from
behind Buckbury
Lane towards
Burnt House Lane
and St Georges
Down

Staplers, Longlane, Lynn Firs Lane and St Georges Down map
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Quarr and Fishbourne
Little has changed, regarding corridor links, since
the first survey, so Fishbourne and Quarr remain
well linked. Garden feeding in the Quarr and
Fishbourne area is extensive and squirrel numbers
remain steady, regardless of natural influences,
such as weather and fluctuations in seed crop.
Traffic has increased in the last 30 years, so
inevitably there are more road kills, particularly at
the top of Binstead Hill and the bottom of Quarr
Hill. More recently, several road kills occurred
in Church Road as squirrels crossed to disperse
towards Ryde, or came the other way. The traffic
lights at the top of Fishbourne Lane, Fishbourne
Lane itself and Kite Hill are also black spots for
squirrel road kills.

Quarr and Fishbourne map
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Combley, Briddlesford, Firestone Copse and Havenstreet
Not much has changed since the Corridors of
Hope study, except there is more traffic and many
road kills in the area. Despite the roads, the area
is prime red squirrel core habitat, with plenty of
dispersal routes and connecting woodland over a
large area. Road kills confirm that squirrels cross
the roads between the woodland blocks. In every
survey, evidence of squirrel activity was quickly
found.
Arboreal links from Firestone Copse to Puckers
Copse have improved. It’s also possible to
reach Briddlesford Copse from Firestone Copse.
Havenstreet residents report squirrels coming to
their gardens from Firestone Copse via a footpath

Photo taken from Firestone Copse. The tree line meets
Newnham Lane and then across the road is Puckers
Copse

which runs behind their houses on Main road,
Havenstreet. This is a busy road and squirrels
trying to cross to opposite gardens or to disperse,
are often killed by traffic.
Wakelys Wood appears isolated if you look at a
map but it does have corridors leading towards
Binstead and Firestone. To the south, Kemphill
Moor, Rowlands Wood and Chillingwood are
reached by following the trees. Split hazel shells
are found in all of these woods during surveys.
Regular road kills at the bottom of Quarr Hill
confirm that squirrels cross between Puckers
Copse and Quarr. From there, the route to
Binstead and Ryde is unbroken.

Photo taken on the edge of Firestone Copse on the left,
looking across to Briddlesford Copse on the right

Wakelys Wood taken from Firestone Copse, looking east towards Binstead and Haylands
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Combley, Briddlesford, Firestone Copse and Havenstreet map
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Binstead and Haylands
Squirrel numbers in Binstead have burgeoned
in the last 30 years, largely thanks to secondary
woodland. Dame Anthony’s Common and the
areas now named the Millennium Green and
Binstead Wood were no longer cut for hay after
the 1980s and natural succession has resulted
in secondary woodland. As the woods border
gardens in Binstead Lodge Estate, there is plenty
of supplementary food available. From Dame
Anthony’s Common, mature hedgerows lead to
Stroud Copse. Squirrels visit gardens in Newnham
Road and Newnham Lane and from there, Puckers
Copse is reached.
Mature hedgerows and gardens make good
corridors from Quarr, Ryde House grounds and
the golf course, where there are regular sightings.
Crossing Binstead Road is hazardous and road
kills are a regular occurrence. Once across the
road, there is a bridle path, which is thickly treelined and almost a copse in its own right, that
leads across Hillrise Avenue to Binstead Wood.
Sightings, food leavings and road kills confirm that
this route is used.
From Binstead Wood, the Millennium Green in
Play Lane is reached, without a break in tree
cover. The trees either side of Play Lane provide
a corridor and food from hazel and other native
species of tree and also nesting opportunities. A
hollow branch used as a den is not the best of
nesting sites, as several times kittens have fallen

onto the bridle path and had to be rescued.
A hedgerow at the bottom of gardens bordering
the recreation ground leads to a small copse
called the Red Squirrel Dell, which is in the corner
of the recreation ground. From there, squirrels
are seen travelling towards Ryde Cemetery
and Pellhurst Road, where they have taken up
residence in gardens. Two road kills in 2020 and
one in 2021, plus sightings, confirm squirrels travel
this way.
To the south of the Millennium Green, the tree
line, hangers, emerging secondary woodland plus
garden trees take the squirrels through Haylands
and on to Stroud Copse. The map does not show
the high hedges from Haylands to Stroud Wood, in
Stroud Wood Road.
Stroud Wood Road is a very busy thoroughfare,
where road kills occur regularly, even though trees
meet across the road. Heading towards Ashey
from here, it is possible to reach Ashey Cemetery
and on to Kemphill Moor in Havenstreet.
A small copse planted in Haylands about
25 years ago has matured and evidence
of squirrels eating the nuts and cones was
found in 2020 and 2021. The number of
squirrels feeding in gardens in Haylands has
grown steadily over the past 10 years. From
Haylands, the woodland in Carters Road is also
reached via mature hedgerows.

Corridor from Dame Anthony’s Common to Stroud Wood
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Entrance to the Millennium Green

Binstead and Haylands map
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Ryde
The main change to this area is that the grounds
in Ryde House have been developed, so inevitably
trees are lost. There is still a corridor along the
coast. Squirrel numbers in and around Ryde have
increased over the years as squirrels have spread
out and made full use of residents encouraging
them into the garden. An interesting corridor is
from the Millennium Green, through gardens and
hedges to Ryde Cemetery.
A squirrel moved into Ryde Cemetery in 2020 and
is still there in 2021. Adjacent gardens provide
food and mature trees provide cover and drey
sites. Stripped fir cones are found on regular
walks in the cemetery and sometimes the squirrel
is spotted (H. Butler pers. obs.).
St John’s Park has consistently kept a small
population of red squirrels, albeit with fluctuations.
Road kills are inevitable given that the woodland
is surrounded by busy roads.

seaward side, where there is a wooded area.
Sightings are common here. From Puckpool Park,
via small copses and hedges, Calthorpe Road is
reached. Calthorpe Road leads from Appley Road
towards Nettlestone and Seaview. Road kills in
Calthorpe Road and Bullen Cross (top of Calthorpe
Road) prompted the erection of the first rope
bridge. The trees now meet across the road, so
there is no need for a bridge. Road kills in all areas
show that squirrels are active in Ryde and the
routes they take. Pondwell Hill is another common
black spot for road kills.
As the long seaboard corridor from Wootton to
Ryde ends at the bottom of Union Street, animals
taking this route are occasionally spotted running
through the town or seen at Ryde Pier Head but,
so far, no road kills have been reported.

Appley Park adjoins Puckpool Park on the

Gardens and hedges link the Town Green
in Rosemary Lane, woodland on Smallbrook
roundabout and woodland in Carters Road.
Smallbrook roundabout and Carters Road also see
squirrels killed on the road as they try to disperse.
Squirrels who successfully cross the roundabout
and head south can reach Angels Copse and
the woods in and around Whitefield Farm. From
there trees lead through to Brading. Alternatively,
by travelling west up Carters Road, squirrels can
reach Ashey via Gatehouse Lane and Stroud
Wood or head towards Haylands via gardens,
grown hedges and hangers.

Stripped cones in Ryde Cemetery

Squirrel in Ryde Cemetery 2020

St John’s Church is approximately 300m from
St John’s Park, across two roads. Adjacent
gardens have mature trees and residents feed the
squirrels. Across the road from the church are
extensive school grounds. Mature trees border
the grounds and sightings are common. The
wooded area to the east provides easy access
to Appley Park and Appley Estate, where there is
more garden feeding.
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Ryde map
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Seaview and Nettlestone
Core habitat in Nettlestone is Longlands Copse
and Priory Woods. In Seaview, it must be the
small woodland along the coast, in Pier Road,
which filters into small hangers and large gardens.
Numbers have remained steady and squirrels
have spread out in Seaview and Nettlestone,
using gardens as feeding places and occasionally
drey sites. Footpaths around Seaview have
good hedges, so coupled with garden trees and
supplementary feeding, the squirrels do well
enough in this unconventional habitat.
The Pier Road woodland also acts as a corridor,
linking Seaview to the bottom of Gully Road, then
on to Priory Woods, which takes squirrels to St
Helens. Annual road kills indicate dispersal routes

are between Longlands Copse in Eddington Road
and Gully Road.
A good corridor between Nettlestone and
Whitefield Wood exists and hazelnut evidence
confirms this route is used. A mosaic of hangers
and high hedges links Nettlestone to the area in
and around Bullen Road and is used by squirrels.
A squirrel was witnessed by the author using
this route plus split hazel shells were found on a
survey visit.
There are also hedges to Fakenham Farm, the
Duver and Nodes Point Holiday Camp, which
adjoins Priory Woods. Split hazelnuts are found all
around the area and sightings reported regularly.

Seaview and Nettlestone map
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St Helens
St Helens was not mentioned in the previous
chapter as nobody reported seeing squirrels in
the area. Reported sightings in and around the
village started in 1996. Gardens in and around
Mill Road have regular sightings of squirrels and
occasionally there are sightings and road kills in
adjoining Latimer Road.
A split hazelnut was found during a survey along
public path R82, which runs between Eddington
Road and Upper Green Road. A dog walker also
reports seeing squirrels there regularly.
A small copse on the western edge of the village
and hedgerows from here link to the woodland
at Hill Farm. From there, it would be possible to

reach Lower Rowborough Copse and Whitefield
Wood via hedgerows.
The National Trust woodland leads down to the
Duver and food leavings have been found there
on every survey. There is also the occasional road
kill. From here, there are hedgerow links to Priory
Woods in Nettlestone.
Towards Bembridge the only route is along
Embankment Road as it is bordered by the sea
and marshland. There are some trees but it
is a long stretch for a squirrel to safely reach
Bembridge with so little cover. A new planting
would be useful, although possibly not practical.

St Helens map
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Whitefield
Whitefield Wood, Roke Mead Copse and
Peakyclose Copse is core habitat on the outskirts
of Ryde and little has changed since the 1991
survey, except that Whitefield Wood has been
managed. There are a few gardens and the
squirrels do help themselves to supplementary
food where it is available. Road kills are common
in Hardingshute Road and the main Ryde to
Brading Road. Dispersal opportunities are in all
directions and corridor links are generally good.

Whitefield map
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Brading and Ashey
From having no squirrels in the village in the
1990s, numbers have grown and they now visit
gardens. Nunwell Woods and Kelly’s Copse
are core habitat for the area. Road kills on the
Brading Down Road indicate squirrels cross from
Nunwell Woods towards Adgestone. There is a
good corridor, once across the road, and short
expanse of downland. Large trees in gardens plus
grown hedgerows allow arboreal travel around the
area and on to larger woodland.
A corridor along footpath B69 from Sandown
Road at Yarbridge, on the edge of Brading, heads
towards Centurions Copse. A walk along this
route found hazel in hedges and hangers. Split
hazel shells proved that squirrels do use this area.
Squirrels occasionally venture into gardens beside
the railway line, as reported by a resident.
The most positive change has been in corridor
planting from Nunwell Woods to Bloodstone
Copse. From here, squirrels travel towards Ashey,
as road kills on the main road testify. Those
that survive the road crossing are presumably
the squirrels who have taken up residence in
the copse on farmland known locally as Ashey
Racecourse. Until the survey of 2016, when
feeding evidence was found, this copse drew a
blank for squirrel presence.

Ashey has squirrels in the vicinity of Ashey
Cemetery, where several road kills have occurred.
Gardens in the hamlet of Ashey and the small
copse behind Ashey Station also have squirrels
passing through. The squirrels in Gatehouse Road
may have come via hedgerows from Kemphill
Moor Copse, Stroud Wood or the woodland in
Carters Road.
Dills Copse looks isolated as it sits in the middle
of a large open field; however, on every survey
evidence of squirrel presence was found. There is
a partial hedgerow from Rowlands Wood, which is
the most likely way squirrels reach the copse.

Good corridor from Ashey Cemetery to Kemphill Moor
Copse

Corridor between Nunwell Woods and Bloodstone Copse looking west

Isolated woodland at Ashey Racecourse
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Partial corridor between Dills Copse and Rowlands Wood

Ashey map

Brading map
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Alverstone, Borthwood Copse and Newchurch
This area is much improved from 30 years ago;
squirrel numbers in Alverstone, Borthwood Copse
and Newchurch have risen dramatically since 1991
and are kept high due to supplementary feeding.
In 1991 it was hard to find squirrel food leavings in
Borthwood Copse and sightings were rare. This
has reversed and the woodland is now a ‘hotspot’
for squirrel sightings and mature hedges provide
corridors for wildlife.

Parsonage Wood and a strip of woodland linking
to Alverstone.
From Newchurch, the cycle route follows a treelined corridor to Arreton to the west. Heading
east, a series of woods and hedges lead to
Sandown.

There are good hedgerow and hanger links to
Mersley from Duxmore by crossing the Downs
Road, where road kills occur. From Mersley it is
easy for a squirrel to reach Newchurch, Knighton,
Alverstone and Borthwood. Planting around
the Garlic Farm has provided habitat as well as
corridors.
A large new planting in Newchurch, named
Martin’s Wood, has matured and provides a good
crop of cones and nuts. The wood sits between

Looking from the Downs Road across Mersley and
Newchurch

Alverstone map
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America Wood and Apsecastle Wood
This area of woodland has not changed since
the 1991/92 survey. It is also in the bi-annual
woodland monitoring chapter and shows
consistent squirrel sightings. Dispersal routes are
in all directions as confirmed by road kills.

America Wood and Apsecastle Wood map
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Shanklin
America Wood and Apsecastle Wood above
demonstrates one route out of Shanklin, heading
west. As reported in the previous chapter,
Corridors of Hope, there are many sightings in
the Shanklin area as the red squirrel population is
living in parks and gardens. Numbers are stable in
spite of regular road kills in and around Shanklin
town.
The biggest change is that JIGSAW has added
woodland in the area, joining Hungerberry Copse

to Greatwood Copse. Other corridors are via the
old railway track to Wroxall in a south-westerly
direction or through Apsecastle and America
Woods heading north towards Borthwood. From
the southern end of Shanklin, squirrels can either
head for Luccombe, Bonchurch and Ventnor along
a coastal route or through Greatwood Copse and
follow woods and hedges to meet Wroxall and
Ventnor. The safest route between Shanklin and
Godshill is via the cycle track to Wroxall.

Shanklin map
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Sandown and Lake
Road kills just before reaching the roundabout by
Scotchells Brook in Lake are a regular occurrence.
Corridors lead to this point from both directions,
that is, from the Borthwood Copse/Alverstone area
to the north and from Scotchells to the south. In
the summer of 2021, a squirrel appeared for a short
time in gardens in and around Whitecross Farm
Lane. On the opposite side of Whitecross Lane is
a corridor which leads to Landguard and joins with
Scotchells and America Wood.
Squirrels arrived in Sandown in Los Altos Park,
hotels in Melville Street and surrounding gardens in
2000. These are very much ‘urban’ squirrels that
make a living in gardens and parks.

Los Altos Park. Picture taken in 2017

Moving to the outskirts of Sandown is Fairway
Holiday Park, which has a population of squirrels,
helped along by supplementary feeding. A golf
course with its surrounding woodland is close by
and within easy reach of Alverstone Mead, which
is a hotspot for squirrels. All these areas do link to
form a habitat; although it is not a typical woodland
block, it does seem to work.
To the rear of the Wildheart Animal Sanctuary,
situated on the seafront, there are good hedges
and hangers leading back towards Adgestone and
Brading.

Looking from Los Altos Park to the Downs
Road in the far distance

Sandown and Lake map
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Bembridge
No longer isolated, squirrel numbers have
increased in and around the village. Numbers
started to rise in gardens in 2007 and increased
in range and number from then on. Corridors
along the coastal path link into Forelands. Hazel
is present and used nuts are found here. Thanks
to supplementary feeding in gardens, most
Bembridge residents now see squirrels, although
not all are regular visitors.
Steyne Copse has a busy road running through
it and the number of road kills has risen over the
years. Contrary to comments in the previous
chapter that dormouse food leavings were higher
than squirrel, this is now reversed.
It seems an unlikely spot to encounter dispersing
squirrels but sightings at the top of Culver Down,
where there is no tree cover, are reported, the
first being in 1997. Trees and hedges on path
BB44 lead from the woods at Yaverland to the

foot of Culver Down on the south side and from
Bembridge via a coastal corridor on the north side
along path BB10.
Footpath BB20 also links to Bembridge via
hedges, not apparent on map, from Centurion’s
Copse. JIGSAW planting has helped dispersal in
this area. Split nuts plus sightings confirm squirrels
do travel this way. Along public path BB37, at
the foot of Culver Down on the north side, hazel
is plentiful and split nuts were easily found. This
corridor leads to the road, where road kills are
occasionally reported.
The link to St Helens is tenuous. Squirrels are
often at the bottom of Station Road where St
Helens joins Bembridge Embankment and there
are regular road kills here. However, no sightings
along the Embankment are recorded, possibly
because the hedges are sparse.

From Bembridge looking towards Ryde

Coastal woodland at Forelands

From Culver looking towards Steyne Copse and
Whitecliff Bay Holiday Park
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Path from
Culver to
Bembridge
village

Footpath
map showing
corridors
mentioned in
the text

Bembridge map
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Whitwell, Niton and St Lawrence
Niton and St Lawrence have become a
particularly good area for red squirrels, helped
by supplementary feeding in gardens. Squirrels
can travel from Ventnor, Whitwell or Bierley
via hedgerows and hangers. They can reach
Blackgang Chine by following the coastal tree line
and squirrels are resident in the Chine woodlands
now. This is the end of the tree line along the
coast, unless they manage to find their way into
Chale from here. This possibility is still to be
explored.
St Lawrence Undercliff is core habitat, which
follows the coast from Ventnor to Niton. Although
the tree species are not the best for squirrels
and the area is largely unmanaged, many people
living in the Undercliff feed the squirrels so
there is always a food supply. Once the end of
the Undercliff is reached, the area around Niton
and Whitwell is a series of small woods with
hedgerows. The squirrels appear to make use
of the habitat but any extra planting would aid
dispersal.
The first recorded squirrel sighting in Whitwell
was in the autumn of 2006. Since then, numbers
have grown steadily and, sadly, so have road
kills. Kemming Road is particularly bad. From
Kemming Road, Bierley can be reached and
then on to Wydcombe via hedges, garden trees

and hangers. Core habitat in Whitwell itself is a
small privately owned copse in Ashknowle Lane.
Again, it is supplementary feeding that sustains
the squirrels in Whitwell. Planting a corridor
between Ashknowle Lane and Niton would benefit
dispersal in this direction.
Squirrel sightings in Niton have risen steadily,
with occasional sightings in the village centre.
Heading towards the lighthouse and around
Sandrock Road, sightings are regular as are the
road kills. It does not show on the map, but there
are a lot of trees around Old Blackgang Road and
Niton Undercliff. Numbers have fluctuated in this
area but squirrels have not disappeared.
Head Down has a good, stable population of
squirrels thanks to residents feeding them. There
are hedges leading from the small woodlands
at Wydcombe, so this is probably the way they
arrived.
Looking north towards Godshill, small woodland
linked with hedgerows provide a tenuous habitat
on the east side of Whitwell Road. Sightings and
the rare road kill plus split hazel shells confirm
presence. On the west side, there is a riparian
corridor running from Southford Lane through to
Roud. Any of the area around Whitwell would
benefit from extra planting.

Homemade sign in St Catherine’s Road
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Whitwell, Niton and St Lawrence map
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Chale and Atherfield
Core habitat in Chale is Gotten Copse on the
east side of Chale Green and Gladices Copse to
the west. Squirrels did not reach Gladices Copse
until around 2003 and it is uncertain where they
dispersed from. Kingston Copse is one possibility
or perhaps from Gotten Copse via the hedgerows
and through gardens in Chale. Gotten Copse
and Rew Copse lead to The Hermitage and
its surrounding woodland via hedgerows and
hangers.
Signs of squirrels feeding were found in the
woodland beside the waterworks at Chale during
most surveys. People living close to the woods
reported seeing them in their garden. The woods
are on Ashbridge Lane, which thanks to JIGSAW
planting joins other woodland on the Cridmore
Estate. A walk down Ashbridge Lane in 2019 was
encouraging as a link ran from Cridmore Estate to
the junction of Emmett Hill and Sandy Way. The
road is not busy and it’s a short distance along a
hedge line to Kingston Copse.
Local landowners have planted a corridor from
Pyle Shute to Corve Copse, where squirrels were
first reported in 2018. It is likely that the squirrels
visiting properties in Town Lane, Chale, came from
here. Feeding evidence was found in the copse
and hedgerows on a walk around the area. At the
time of the survey, there was a break in corridor
from Corve Copse to Emmett Hill along footpath
SW33. However, the planting is growing well
and the landowners are keen to further enhance
corridors.

The owner of a property adjacent to Pyle Manor
started seeing squirrels for the first time in 2012,
having lived there since 1983. Once squirrels
reached Chale they managed to hang on thanks
to supplementary feeding.
Squirrels reaching Atherfield in 2019 is particularly
exciting. There is a hedgerow link from Gladices
Copse to a small copse at the farm. It would
benefit dispersal if trees were planted or existing
hedges were allowed to grow taller and thicker.
Feeding evidence was found in Gladices Copse
in the last two All Island Surveys. There the
woods and corridors thin out and this is an area
that would benefit from a new planting in order to
strengthen the link to Shorwell. There is evidence
of deer on the loose as fencing at the red deer
farm in Chale, which borders Gladices Copse, is
very poor. Three were seen running loose during
a survey in 2018.
With some strengthening of the corridor links,
in and around Atherfield, this area that was
previously thought of as not viable for red
squirrels could be brought into use as a satellite
area and a corridor highway joining Chale,
Atherfield, Yafford and Shorwell. Currently there
is almost a circular ring of trees with fields in the
centre and it is possible a squirrel could negotiate
the space but with a little careful planting, this
risky strategy would be safer.

Red deer in enclosure beside Gladices Copse

Deer tracks
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Hedgerow from Gotten Copse and Rew Copse
to the Hoy monument

Looking south across Atherfield Farm

Looking across
Atherfield Farm
towards Shorwell
and Brighstone

Chale and
Atherfield
map
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Shorwell and Yafford
Shorwell is not mentioned in the previous chapter,
although the first sightings of red squirrels in
Shorwell were recorded in 1992. There is plenty
of good core habitat, used for shooting, in the
Shorwell area and there is no reason to suspect
that squirrels disappeared after the storms that
destroyed so many trees in the late 1980s. Their
range has increased over the years and residents
in the village of Shorwell now see squirrels in
their garden. The area around Northcourt has
improved thanks to tree planting.
Sheard’s Copse on the outskirts of Shorwell
has no close corridor links and, until 2016, no
evidence of squirrels reaching the copse was
found. However, during the last island survey,
split hazelnuts were found. This area needs more
exploration.
The first record of resident squirrels in Yafford
was in 2010 but no more were reported until
2021. The only woodland in Yafford is Troopers
Copse, which is very marshy and does not have
a consistent population of squirrels. During the
all-island survey in 2016, no evidence of squirrel
presence was found in Troopers Copse. The

copse does lead from Shorwell village so it’s
possible a dispersing squirrel arrived in Yafford via
this route. Dispersal routes to and from Yafford
could be improved in every direction but unless
more woodland is planted, there is little point.
Lorden Copse appears to be isolated but feeding
signs prove squirrels have reached there. From
the main road to the copse is a hedge, where
feeding signs were found, so perhaps dispersal is
across the road, rather than across the open field.
There is a hedgerow on the opposite side of the
road. This area warrants more exploration.

Open land around Yafford

Shorwell
and
Yafford
map
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Wroxall and Ventnor
Wroxall and Ventnor are not mentioned in the
1991/92 survey as nobody reported seeing
squirrels here until September 1997 when one
squirrel was spotted in Castle Road. Today, there
are regular road kills in Mitchell Avenue in Ventnor
and St John’s Road in Wroxall, plus reports of
squirrels feeding in gardens.
Other than in Wroxall Copse, sightings were scant
nearer to the village until the turn of the 21st
century, when they gradually increased. Thanks
to the JIGSAW project, a corridor planted between
Span Copse in Wroxall and Rew Copse in Upper
Ventnor now links the two woods. In 2003 it was
confirmed that squirrels had reached Span Copse
when split hazel shells were found during a survey.
Squirrels visit a garden at the bottom of Span
Lane; they are seen arriving via a hedgerow from
the direction of Ventnor. This area needs further
investigation.
From Wroxall Copse to Wroxall village is via
hedgerows. The old railway track between
Wroxall and Shanklin provides a link to Shanklin.
An alternative route between Wroxall and Shanklin
is via woodland on St Martins Down, which meets
with a corridor of trees to Shanklin Down.

Sandford and Godshill are reached from Wroxall
via small woods, hedges and hangers in and around
Redhill Lane. Split hazelnuts were found on the GL35
footpath between Redhill Lane and the Donkey
Sanctuary in autumn 2021, for instance. Residents in
Redhill Lane feed squirrels in their gardens.
From Freemantle Gate, split hazelnuts in the
hedgerow leading to Sheepwash Lane confirm
that this route is used. From there, squirrels can
travel on to Beacon Alley, Bagwich and Roud,
although corridors are not strong for some of this
route.
The public paths around Stenbury are lined with
mature hedges which form a link to Whitwell,
Godshill, Sheepwash, Nettlecombe and Sainham,
all of which can be reached from Wroxall.
There is a link from Steephill Court Road to Pelham
Wood and Paradise Walk (woodland). Paradise
Walk borders the main road from Ventnor to
Whitwell, where there are regular road kills.
Ventnor Botanic Garden has seen a steady rise in
squirrel numbers. Regular road kills on Undercliff
Drive confirm that squirrels cross the road at any
point from Ventnor town all the way to Niton.

North side of Span Down
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Wroxall and Ventnor map
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Cridmore
Cridmore Estate has embraced the JIGSAW
project and planted new woodland, added to
existing woodland and planted in hedges to link
woodland together. Previously the area was not
the best red squirrel habitat as the woodlands
were isolated. A survey in 2021 confirmed
squirrels had reached all of the woodlands; a
success for the JIGSAW project and a tribute to
the estate.
The estate is large, in Isle of Wight terms, as it
touches on Billingham, Appleford, Bleak Down
and Rookley. Dispersal from the south-west is
through Ashbridge Lane towards Kingston Copse.
Surveys and reported sightings show squirrels
will use this route. For example, in an un-named
copse towards the end of Ashbridge Lane, a few
split hazel shells were found on most surveys.
The first signs of squirrels reaching a new planting
named Eds Wood were during a survey in the
spring of 2021. Previously, there were no signs
at all, even though the trees bore nuts and cones.
High hedges are scant coming from the Appleford
area, so perhaps the existing woodland plus new
corridor links brought the squirrels to Eds Wood
from woods within the estate. Improvement to
corridors through Appleford to Dolcoppice and
Head Down would aid dispersal.

Squirrels inhabit a strip of woodland between
Godshill and Bagwich, which is large enough to
provide some food and drey sites. Supplementary
food is supplied in nearby gardens. To reach a
copse on Cridmore Estate called ’The Wilderness’,
a gap in the corridor could be closed. Owing to
the tree species in The Wilderness, plus the wet
terrain in this copse, signs of squirrel presence
are difficult to find during surveys. However, the
gamekeeper does see squirrels here and in the
small wood next to it.
Between Rookley and Cridmore Copse are wellgrown hedgerows plus another small copse,
reached by hedgerow from Highwood Copse.
Used shells are found during all surveys in
Cridmore Copse.

Ashbridge Lane

Well-grown conifers in Eds Wood, where it joins Appleford Road.
Small woods and hedgerows can be seen in the distance
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Cridmore Farm towards Chillerton

Another new planting with existing woods and
corridors in the background

Overlooking Cridmore Estate

Cridmore map
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Godshill and Roud
Food leavings were found in Beech Copse in
1992 and this woodland is the core area for the
village. Squirrels have since spread and are found
in gardens around the village. Also, surveys of
the woodland at Godshill Park found that squirrel
presence is consistent. From here, there are good
well-grown hedgerows to Sainham and Wroxall.
Split hazelnuts were found on the path from
Sainham to Redhill Lane at Sandford via hangers
and mature hedgerows. Road kills are a regular
occurrence through the village.
The Budbridge area of Godshill is not so good
for squirrels and one of the few places where the
all-island surveys find scant evidence of squirrels
feeding. There are boggy areas, where there are
a lot of willow species, so not the best habitat for
a red squirrel or for finding split hazel shells or
stripped fir cones.

Road kills at Sandford, on the outskirts of Godshill
towards Shanklin, show that squirrels cross the
road between habitat around Lessland and the
woodland and gardens in Redhill Lane. JIGSAW
planting has enhanced connectivity in this area
and squirrels can disperse towards Arreton.
In 2021 a resident reported a small population
of squirrels feeding in gardens in the hamlet of
Roud, which lies to the south of Beacon Alley. The
easiest route to reach Roud is from Godshill but
squirrels could possibly arrive from the direction
of Dolcoppice as a hedgerow extends most of the
way to Roud. It would benefit dispersing animals
to grow the hedges higher and thicker and plant
more trees here. Roud joins the aforementioned
corridor to Whitwell.

Garden sightings in gardens near Bridgecourt
House plus food leavings during surveys
prove squirrels are in this largely farmed area.
Strengthening of the corridor between Whitwell
Road and Bagwich Lane and towards Cridmore
would aid dispersal. A landowner in Bagwich
Lane is keen to plant a field with native trees to
benefit red squirrels by providing a small habitat in
the corridor link between Godshill and Cridmore.
Partially tree-lined public paths lead squirrels to
gardens on Newport Road; these are likely to be
dispersing animals.
Heading south towards Whitwell, after crossing
Beacon Alley, where they are regular road kills,
there is a good corridor, albeit it poor for feeding
as it’s very wet and therefore comprises a lot of
willows. This area could do with improvement.

Good hedgerows in Roud

Roud to Beacon Alley corridor via public path

Riparian corridor from Roud to Whitwell
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Corridor from Roud to Niton Road

From Niton Road towards Dolcoppice

Godshill and Roud map
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Arreton and Merstone
This area is not mentioned in the 1991/92
corridor survey. Horringford Withy Bed is a long
narrow strip of broadleaved trees with a stream
that overflows into the copse in some places.
Horringford Withy Bed is a good corridor link
between Newchurch and Arreton and is of benefit
to wildlife as an animal ‘highway’ as well as
habitat.
There are hedgerows leading from the woodland,
through the adjacent area of Wacklands to the
east, reaching Newchurch and then on to Mersley.
Planting hangers or enhancing hedgerows would
help red squirrels and other animals disperse
more easily.
With open fields, hangers and hedges and a
stream running through it, the area around
the greenhouses in Macketts Lane looks an
unlikely place to find squirrels; but they are
here. A survey walk in the surrounding area
in 2019, looking at corridor links, found a good
link through to Godshill as outlined earlier. The
mature hedgerows on the Macketts Lane site do
contribute to this corridor link.
The byway from Arreton Cross is an excellent
corridor with a good food supply in mature
hedgerows and squirrels had taken advantage
of the hazel crop here. The disadvantage is that
it comes out onto a very busy stretch of road.
Surprisingly, road kills are rare here. A series
of hedgerows and hangers provide habitat and
corridors towards Newport. Corridors link to
the area of Standen, on to Shide and then into
Newport. Road kills on Burnt House Lane are
common.

Macketts Lane

Perreton Copse, which lies between Arreton
and Merstone, is a small, isolated, broadleaved
woodland. However, split nuts were found here in
2016. There is scattered woodland in the vicinity
but the area is mostly open farmland.
Merstone has seen an increase in red squirrel
activity and road kills are not uncommon,
especially through the village, where squirrels are
fed in gardens. The cycle route from Merstone
heading towards Newport provides a corridor plus
there are small woods where split hazelnuts are
found on every survey. The cycle route also heads
towards Arreton to meet up with woods where
squirrel presence is confirmed.
At Bohemia Corner, where Merstone meets
Rookley, road kills are a regular occurrence. This
area is due to be explored further.

Arreton byway to Shide

Looking across Arreton towards Newchurch and Shanklin
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Uncut hedges, Wacklands

A more open aspect, Wacklands

Arreton and Merstone map
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CONCLUSIONS
Although this is not the report intended when
the study to look at corridor links started, it does
provide enough insight into squirrel movement
to be useful when determining where trees
should be planted in future. This may be new
woodland, corridors or simply bulking out hangers.
Unquestionably, dispersal routes for red squirrels
and other wildlife have improved over the past 30
years. Agriculture and housing must fit in with any
planting schemes and landowners must be willing
to accommodate trees for any project to succeed.
However, JIGSAW has been a success and,
encouragingly, there is news that there is more
funding for tree planting. The author has been
informed of plans for tree planting to significantly
extend existing woods in West Wight and Central
Wight.
Planting up corridors, both new and existing,
with hazel in the species mix not only provides
mammals with a food supply but also makes
monitoring much easier. As the way that mammals
open nuts is diagnostic, it’s a very good tool for
establishing where squirrels are, and split nuts in
hedgerows identified corridors throughout this
study. Hazel needs light to fruit, so hedgerows are
perfect.

Since the rise in the common buzzard population,
squirrel dreys are hidden far better than
previously, so the method of locating squirrel
dreys to indicate presence cannot be relied upon.
Stripped honeysuckle is a useful indicator but is
not found in all woodland. Hawthorn seeds are
opened the same way as hazelnuts but not eaten
as extensively as hazelnuts. Being much smaller
also makes them much harder to spot in the leaf
litter.
Camera traps are useful but liable to theft if
used in a public area. Hair tubes are generally
successful but more time- and labour-intensive.
If tree planting is a priority, it should be possible
to plant a few hazels in strategic places and it will
save time for future surveyors.
What became apparent when annotating the
maps, is how many road kill black spots there are
on Isle of Wight roads. Places marked are only
where more than one road kill has occurred in
connection with corridor use, so the situation is
actually worse. Traffic has certainly increased in
the last 30 years and, coupled with the spread of
red squirrels, road kills have inevitably risen and
are likely to continue to do so as development on
the island progresses.
Recent DNA testing (E. Hardouin et al. 2019,
2021) shows a distinction between the squirrel

1830 map showing few woodlands south of the River Medina or in the west of the island
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population in West Wight and the rest of the
island. The assumption may be made that
woodland cover in the past has not aided squirrel
dispersal across the whole island. A map from
1830 gives a clue to how this distinction may
have occurred. There appears to be no sizeable
woodland in the south of the island and the River
Medina divides the northern part of the island.
More testing is under way to see how far the
squirrels have dispersed now that there are more
wooded areas in the south and centre of the
island.
Although all the intended survey walks were
not completed, using other data, such as road
kills and sightings, a picture is built to show how
squirrels can disperse east to west and north to
south, although not necessarily in a straight line.
It will take a while before the benefits of JIGSAW
are shown in DNA testing as squirrels will only
move on to the next wooded area if there is food
and they are not chased out by dominant animals.
Therefore, DNA testing, say every five years, will
tell how new corridor plantings are speeding
dispersal.
The following examples explain how squirrels may,
over time, disperse avoiding Newport, although it
has been established that they do travel through
the town centre. Looking at the maps will show
that exiting West Wight to the east is through
Bouldnor Forest and on to Shalfleet. Then via
the riparian corridor from Newbridge and on to a
hanger along Quarry Lane to Elm Lane and from
there to Five Houses and Calbourne. Crossing the
Calbourne Road, woodland leads to Bowcombe
Road. Once across Bowcombe Road, Gatcombe is
reached through various woods.
Crossing to Gatcombe Withy Bed, the corridor
to Shide on the edge of Newport is reached.
Crossing the main road is very risky and not all
make it, but once safely across, hedges, hangers
and small woods lead to Long Lane. From here, a
route leads to Combley Great Wood, then, across
the Havenstreet Main Road, Briddlesford Estate
is reached. Firestone Copse is the next step from
here. From Firestone Copse, squirrels can easily
reach Puckers Copse and, if they make it safely
across the main Ryde to Newport Road, Quarr is
reached. From there an unbroken corridor reaches
Ryde. From Ryde it is possible to travel on to
Nettlestone. There are other routes and obviously
it would take many generations of squirrels

moving in that direction to complete the journey.
From the north-west heading south, it’s been
established that squirrels can travel from
Bouldnor Forest to Shalfleet and then there is a
good corridor to Newbridge. From Newbridge,
Calbourne is reached via Quarry Lane, Five
Houses and then the complex of woods, linked
by hedges, at Calbourne are accessed. Crossing
the road at Swainston, the woodland at Rowridge
meets hedges and woods the other side of the
downs.
Once safely across the hazardous Bowcombe
Road, hedgerows are short and there are gaps
but they do lead to Gatcombe. Road kills on the
Bowcombe Road indicate that squirrels use this
route, however dangerous. Feeding evidence is
also found. This route would benefit from new
hedges and allowing the existing hedges to grow
higher. From Gatcombe, Chillerton is reached and
then it’s on to the Cridmore Estate and Billingham
area, where there is a link to Chale Green. From
there, it’s possible to travel on to Gladices Copse,
Pyle Shute and Southdown, which runs to the
coast.
On the eastern side of the River Medina, a coastal
corridor starts from East Cowes in the north and
runs to Wootton. Turning south through Brocks
Copse and Lushington Copse, Lushington Hill
is reached, where there are regular road kills.
Once across the road, Wootton Common leads
through to Station Road, where road kills are
common. Across the road are corridors through
Packsfield leading to Briddlesford Estate and, after
crossing the Havenstreet Main Road, the complex
of woods at Combley. Squirrels can travel to the
Downs Road through Duxmore and cross towards
Newchurch. There are occasional road kills here.
Tree cover is good through Newchurch and
leads on to Alverstone. From Alverstone, the
mosaic of small woods, hedges and hangers on
the outskirts of Sandown are easily accessible
bringing squirrels to Scotchells Brook and a
busy roundabout where there are regular road
kills. Squirrels making the crossing safely can
travel through Scotchells to the holiday park at
Landguard, where sightings are frequent.
Reaching Shanklin, where road kills in the town
are common, there are woodland and parks to
provide refuge. Travelling south along the coastal
route, for example, the coastal corridor runs
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through Luccombe and Bonchurch to Ventnor.
Although great strides to enhance corridors and
habitat have been made, it’s evident that there is
still room for more improvement. Tree planting
schemes run through the Forestry Commission
and the Woodland Trust, to offset climate change,
should benefit any wildlife. It will be interesting to
see how our red squirrels fare in the future. Other
factors impacting red squirrels, such as human
activities and urban living squirrels on the Isle of
Wight, are discussed in later chapters.

One possible route west to east; there are several others
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One possible route north
to south, west of the River
Medina

One possible
route north to
south, east of the
River Medina
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AREAS THAT WOULD BENEFIT FROM PLANTING
Suggestions are woodland or a corridor depending on landowner’s permission.
Saltern Wood, Yarmouth towards Freshwater
Atherfield to Shorwell
Brook and Shalcombe to Freshwater
Gurnard to Thorness
Whippingham to Binfield
Parkhurst to Porchfield
From Cothey Bottom Copse towards Bullen
Binstead (Dame Anthony’s Common) to Firestone
Thorley
Wellow
Newbridge
Swainston to Betty Haunt Lane
Hulverstone to Brighstone south of main road
Limerstone to Shorwell
Thorncross
Yafford
Berry Shute to Sandy Way, Shorwell
Rookley heading south
Godshill to Bagwich and on to Cridmore
Merstone
Wacklands, between Arreton and Newchurch
Adgestone
Over the top of Culver Down
Totland to Alum Bay and improve sycamore copse
From Tennyson Down woods to the north
Roud to Dolcoppice
Ashknowle Lane to Niton
Bowcombe Road area to Gatcombe
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